King Ichungarrabilluk (better known as King George) of the once great tribe of Larrakeeyahs, who roamed our foreshores from Point Charles to East point in the day before the white invasion, hunting, fish, dugong, and turtle in their native canoes,  called the old men of the tribe together … King George pointed out that they had heard reports that the Government intended to shift the present compound to some point inland to make way for more Myilly Point residences. 

“The Larrakeyah people are a salt water tribe and would not be prepared to live away from the sea”, said King George.  “This is all the country we have left, and the Government should leave us on it.  Years ago we use to have our camping grounds on Lamaroo Beach and I was born there as were most of the old men of the tribe.  Our water supply was the native well where the present baths are now located.  When Doctor Basedow and Dr. Gilruth shifted us to this place they promised us certain things but those promises were never kept.  We have cleared this land and built our houses, and we should not now be asked to shift.

[…]

Several speakers pointed out that the Compound was given to the Larrakeyah tribe, and they objected to members of other tribes camping and living at the Compound.   … Another complaint is that the tribe is becoming detribalised and that the children are not learning the language of the tribe but a mixture of the languages of the tribes now resident in the Compound and English.  

It was pathetic to see these old men endeavouring to safeguard the interests of the tribe.  Asked what they would do if ordered by the Government to shift to another compound, they said they would rather go bush  - pointing to the other side of the harbour … than go inland…

[…]

On the whole [our] writer was greatly impressed at the work being carried out by the aborigines for their own comfort, and left with the feeling it would be far better to exclude the outside tribes and allow the Larrakeyahs tribe which has had nearly a hundred years association with the whites to remain in residence on the small piece of land which they claim was given to them by Dr. Basedow and Dr Gilruth.’

Kirkland assured the Administrator that the site selected for the new compound was ‘definitely situated in Larrakeyah territory and thus would provide for them a camping ground in their tribal area, proximity to centres of totemic and ceremonial significance’.  In relation to concerns about the ‘intrusion of neighbouring tribes into their domain’, Kirkland stated that this did not ‘introduce a basis of objection’, since 

‘for many years past the Larrakeyah tribesmen have fraternised and intermarried with their neighbours, the Wargites, and they claim close kinship with the Woolner group who are their near neighbours on the Darwin side.  It is anticipated that the Woolner, Wargite and Larrakeyah people will comprise the majority of the population in the new Compound.’

Kirkland reported that the Chief Protector had met with the male members of the Larrakia tribe and outlined the government’s intentions in relation to their removal from the Kahlin Compound. 

‘When they were acquainted with the site of the proposed Compound and the arrangements that were to be made for their accommodation, for the schooling of their children and the rationing and welfare of the old people, they expressed pleasure at the Government’s action, commenting that they were grieved that they had made trouble for the Government.’

[Northern Standard, 24 March 1936, cited in “Kenbi Land Claim Book”, Brandl, Haritos & Walsh, 1979, pages 269-270 and Mansfield J, 2006, pp. 94-95].

Note: the site of the new compound was the old Bagot Reserve of 720 acres extending along Bagot Rd from Ludmilla Creek to Totem Road, much of which is now within the Kulaluk Lease Area
